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School: Reynolds Secondary School;
Victoria, BC

Grades: 5-12

Program: The Green Group, a studeni-
led club which oversees several ongoing
environmentally-conscious projects at the
school.

Reynolds Secondary truly walks
the talk when it comes to teaching
its students about environmental
sustainability. Most of the credit for this
goes {o the school's active Green Group,
facilitated by student leadership advisor
Heather Coey.

“A strong interest in environmental
projects came up through our Leadership
group, so we formed a subgroup to
look at opportunities that were of an
ecological nature; things like taking part
in Earth Week, encouraging bike/watk
to schoot days and sourcing and selling
stainless steel water bottles and organic -
t-shirts,” Coey says.

Within a few years, the Green Group
has successfully taken on a number of
projects to reduce the school's impact on
the environment, such as implementing a



“Following the inspiration of students
is very important or they won't be
invested in the project.”

zero-waste system which includes recycling organics, plastics,
paper, glass, metal, electronics and batteries. The group has
entered some of their projects in the BC Green Games, a
province-wide competition designed to motivate action, enable
sharing and reward and celebrate the green efforts of schools,

For their efforts, the students have won solar panels for the
roof of their school from Solar BC - not to mention recognition
and respect from environmental groups such as the Sierra Club
and Life Cycles Project Scciety.

To date, one of the most significant projects of the Green
Group has been the multi-year Green Spaces Project, & way to
engage students and staff in the value of the school's courtyard.

“Initially, the idea was to create an urban foed garden in
our inner courtyard,” Coey says, explaining that its goals were
understanding sustainakle growing, promoting healthy feods,
supporting local food shelters by donating crops and creating
connections with other scheols and the community. “The idea
‘grew" as students took on the project and starting looking more
at the school spaces and the concept of greening the school
grounds to make them a more atiractive place to go.”

With the help of Leadership Victoria {a community-based,
voluntary organization committed to developing, supporting,
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recognizing and honouring community leaders), the Green
Group convinced the school district to remove asphalt from the
courtyard and contracted landscape architects to design the
new space. The students then built raised garden beds,
compost bins, cold frames, as well as bat and bird houses to

- encourage wildlife and provide natural insect control.

“The students have been part of coordinating
groundbreaking activities and monthly ‘garden parties’ to get
students and staff out in the courtyard - to use it and see what
is happening. They play music, paint signs, have food and dig
in the dirt,” says Coey, who, as coordinator of the Green Spaces
Project, handles grant proposals, keeps track of receipts and
other administrative duties.

“Following the inspiration of students is very imporiant or
they won't be invested in the project, But students aiso graduate
and leave, so it is also very important to have a passionate
teacher/advisor who sticks around to ensure continuity over the
years,” she says. “A supportive principal, like the one we have
in Alana Charlton, can also make all the difference. |deas are
supported, not blocked.”

Coey says that the Green Group, which has a core group of
25 students with the support of many others who pitch in with
the activities, currently has several projects on the go that will
continue to sharpen members’ leadership skills.
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“This year our recycling program has a big focus on reducing.
This will include speaking to our neighbours like Tim Hortons
about packaging (as the discarded garbage often) ends up at
our school,” she says.

Prasently, the Green Group is working on a practical guide to
help other schocls follow in their ecological footsteps (more info
at www.greenspaceproject.org). In the meantime, Coey advisas
those interested in seiting up & similar student club to think long
term, and most importantly, don’t give up.

“(3et support from your administration and give lots of positive
reinforcement when you ‘catch’ students and staff acting in
positive ways, fike using a recyclable container,” she says.

As an offshoot of the Green Group, Coey has created an
Environment & Sustainability course so that students can
contribute and further their passion in the academic setting and
perhaps even cultivate future careers,

“One of the most gratifying things has been seeing students
follow related careers by going on to Environmental Studies
at the University of Victoria or to the Horticultural program at
Roval Roads University. Others are just being positive forces
in their families and communitias, {eading a paradigm shift to
thinking about how we are living and impacting our pianet,”
Coey says.
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